
of something visible (it Stygius color) or invisible (it timor or it monti decus = ‘the fame 
of the mountain spreads’)- Spatial or temporal motion may be involved; what passes 
could be a squadron of cavalry or a summer’s day. One might ask what considerations 
other than the demands of metre result in the substitution of surgit... clamor or tollitur ... 
clamor for the more concise it clamor. Again, when is it reinforced by a directional prep­
osition (ad, in, per, circum) or by a local ablative (it clamor caelo) and when does it occur 
in isolation? There is no simple answer to the question why it is almost always long, 
whereas not merely words of similar weight (such as et, at and ut) are very frequently 
kept short but also monosyllabic verbs like dat, fer, f it  and es. Such investigations are 
far from being ends in themselves, but could provide the raw material for more ambitious 
scholarly projects, or even, like a whetstone, help us to put a finer edge on the criticism 
of Latin poetry.

University of Victoria. Herbert H. Huxley
(20th June, 1972)

*A shortened version of a paper read to the Classical Association of Canada at the Annual 
Meeting held in McGill University, Montreal in June 1972.

OBITUARY NOTICES

DAVID MORRICE LOW, M.A., F.R.S.L.

With the death in his eighty-second year of David Low the Society has lost a 
former Honorary Treasurer, a member of very long standing, and a true friend. A man of 
peculiarly wide learning and many cultural interests, Low early chose as a special field of 
study Edward Gibbon’s ‘Decline and Fall’, on which he published much distinguished work. 
But he also ventured into fiction and wrote some interesting novels which deserve to be 
better remembered. His classical scholarship was exact and discriminating, and his pupils 
at King’s College, London, have cause to be grateful for the high standards he taught them 
to respect and pursue.

To his widow there goes our deepest sympathy.
H.MacL.C.

PROFESSOR MARTIN WIGHT, B.A,

A modem historian whose special area was international relations in Europe, 
Martin Wight had a profound regard for the classical contribution to our Western culture, 
and saw to it that due attention was paid to this subject in the curriculum at the University 
of Sussex which he so conspicuously adorned. His very many friends moum the passing 
of a great and good man.

83.
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